1S8         MEMOIRS  OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
he clearly saw was made for the sole purpose of giving credit to the seamlalous rumors of his imputed e.oimec.tion with llortense. Suo.h were the petty maehiiKitions whicih not iini'rtM|ii{'ntly found their plar.e in a mind in which the grandest schemes were revolving.undabout means to gain his ends. He gave a ball at Malmaison when Hortense was in the seventh month of her pregnancy.* I have already mentioned that he disliked to see women in that situation, and above all could not endure to see them dance. Yet, in spite of this antipathy, he himself asked Hortense to dance at the ball at Malmaison. She at first declined, but Bonaparte was exceedingly importunate, and said to her in a tone of good-humored persuasion, " Do, I beg of you; I particularly wish to see you dance. Come, stand up, to oblige me." Hortense at last consented. The motive for this extraordinary request I will now explain.
